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with special satisfaction your appreciation of the past and present
efforts of the Government of India to bring home to the British
Cabinet the depth and intensity of the Mahoinedan feeling aroused
by the Turkish Treaty, and by the failure, up to the present
moment, to bring its terms more into harmony with the senti-
ments of the Indian Moslem world. I am fully conscious of the
responsibility that devolves upon me and my Government to
continue to press your views upon His Majesty's Government,
and to do my utmost to make them effective. I can assure you
that the gratitude you express, indicative of your appreciation
of our efforts in this respect, will be an encouragement to us in the
future. Notwithstanding this recognition you, however, observe
that the Government of India's efforts cannot be a source of
comfort to Indian Mussalmans unless some effective result is
obtained. This view has been presented to me on various
occasions in many conversations I have had with leading
Mahomedans, and I have felt the force of it. I sympathize with
your sense of disappointment and wish I could completely
relieve it, but although I cannot for obvious reasons make definite
assertions regarding the results that may be achieved in the
future, yet I feel that I should give you such indications as are
open to me and which may, and I hope will, prove of assistance
to you. You will understand that I am speaking of a complex
international problem, which has still to be solved and that its
solution does not rest with me or my Government, save in so far
as the situation may be affected by our representations of your
views, and powerfully endorsed by the Secretary of State in the
British Cabinet. But, neither does the solution of the problem
rest with Great Britain alone. If it did, the conflict would long
since have terminated. The British Empire has every reason to
wish for peace between Turkey and Greece. Britain's position
has been that of strict neutrality, and in spite of malevolent
rumour, I trust you will have no doubts upon this subject. She
has always been ready to lend her good offices to bring about an
end of the War. The attempts hitherto made have unhappily
not yet produced definite results, but there axe indications that
the time is not far distant when the meeting to settle the terms
of peace must take place. The peace His Majesty's Government
desire is a fair and equitable peace, which will pay due regard to
the religious sentiments of Moslems. You emphasize the
objections of Indian Moslems in particular to the international
control over Constantinople, the grant of Smyrna and Thrace
to Greece, and the abolition of the religious suzerainty of the